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Abstract
Microglia have numerous beneficial properties 
during development and after injury, such as 
the removal of inhibitors to reparative processes 
or the control of brain tumor growth. Yet, in 
many neurological conditions, the persistently 
activated microglia appear injurious and promote 
lesion expansion. This presentation considers 
factors that turn microglia from friend to 
rogue, including 
through single 
cell and spatial 
transcriptomic 
studies, and aging. 
Finally, inhibitors of 
injurious microglia 
activity applicable 
for clinical use are 
considered.
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